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systems that incompetence and disorder  which
the European boasts that he has eradicated.

If we turn now to economic beliefs, desires, and
causes, we find an entirely different state of affairs,
At every step in the imperialist expansion of
Europe, the impulse of economic causes is evident*
And here it is necessary to point out that there arc
two clearly defined periods in the history of
economic imperialism* Up to about forty or
fifty years ago the new economic and industrial
system in Europe, and the economic ideals of its
inhabitants, caused a certain amount of penetration
(and sometimes of subjection) of Asia and Africa by
Europeans* But this movement was spasmodic^
largely unconscious, and it rarely influenced the
policy of European States* The relations between
the three continents were almost entirely economic,
but they consisted of private commercial under-
takings and adventures by which foreign markets
were found for the products of European industry
and these were exchanged for the products and raw
materials of Asia, and to a less extent of Africa*
The undertakings were in every sense private, and
sprang from the desire and principle which is the
bedrock of European civilisation, to sell in the
dearest and to buy in the cheapest market. They